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FROM THE DIRECTORS
As the Recreation Director of the
Carrollton Parks and Recreation
Department, it is a pleasure to present
our 2019-2020 Annual Report. Our
Athletics/Aquatics and Administrative
divisions continue to deliver on
our mission to provide quality
programming and administrative
experiences for all of our patrons.
While the year started off with a
bang, the second half of the year
came to a screeching halt. All of our
programming was forced to shut down due to the COVID-19 pandemic
that swept through the country. To say that we were disappointed is a
huge understatement. Our entire CPRD staff stepped up to the plate
and made the most of a very trying situation. A huge debt of gratitude
is owed to our Mayor and City Council, City Manager and Recreation
Commission for being so supportive during this past year. It’s an
honor and a privilege to be a part of the City of Carrollton team.

Please accept this 2019-2020
Annual Report. This was an
unprecedented year with
management changes and
the pandemic. Regardless of
that, we continued to provide
the best programs, parks
and services possible to our
citizens. As Parks Director
of the Carrollton Parks and
Recreation Department over
the Parks/Facilities and
Program Divisions, I want to extend a formal “thank you”
to our city administration, Recreation Commission, staff,
volunteers and sponsors who helped to make this year work
as well as it did. I look forward to the coming years and the
privilege of helping this department and our wonderful city
reach the goal of a more healthy and vibrant community with
many diverse recreational opportunities.

Sincerely,
Julie Ivey
Recreation Director
770.832.1161 // jivey@carrollton-ga.gov

Sincerely,
Kent Johnston
Parks Director
770.834.8522 // kjohnston@carrollton-ga.gov
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DEPARTMENT AWARDS

OUTSTANDING ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPPORT AWARD
RENEE CASH

Renee Cash was awarded the Outstanding
Administrative Support Staff Award
by GRPA. You could not ask for a better
team player who understands how
important customer service is and makes
our department and the City shine as
well. People gravitate toward her. We are
fortunate to have someone like Renee
who understands the value of good
customer service.

‘DARKNESS TO LIGHT’
DISTRICT OUTSTANDING
PROGRAM AWARD
DOTTEE MORTON

This award was presented to Special
Events Coordinator Dottee Morton
for our volunteer Darkness to Light
Program. This program ensures our
department volunteers go through a twohour training session to bring awareness
to child sexual abuse in our community,
state and nation. Also during the training
session, all volunteers are screened
through background checks and are
walked through our code of conduct. This
is mandatory for all volunteers.

JO ELLIS PROGRAMMER
AWARD
TOM SUTTON

The Professional Programmer Award was
presented to Tom Sutton for Carrollton
Parks and Recreation’s Therapeutic
Program. Therapeutics were recognized
for giving Carroll County children and
adults with developmental disabilities the
opportunity to participate in programs
which they couldn’t in a general education
setting, including the annual Miss Sparkle
pageant and Special Olympics.

VOLUNTEER NATION
YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE

More than 100 volunteers worked for our department in some capacity this year. As a nonprofit organization, the Carrollton Parks and
Recreation Department depends heavily on the giving nature of volunteers. With all the shutdowns and cancellations due to the pandemic,
our volunteer base was down by several hundred this year. While it was determined not to be in everyone’s best interest to hold our annual
volunteer banquet in 2020, we do recognize that we could not do all we do without the help of volunteers. They save us hundreds of thousands
of dollars in wages and contribute to an improved quality of life for our community. Without volunteers, we would not be able to offer all the
programming we provide.
Without our Volunteer Nation, it would cost the City of Carrollton $1.5 million a year out of the general budget to pay volunteers
minimum wage ($7.25 an hour). Thank you, volunteers!
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ECONOMIC IMPACT
Tourism in our community depends heavily on the tournaments, meets, parks and recreation facilities of the Carrollton Parks and Recreation
Department to bring people to Carrollton. COVID-19 caused the cancellation of many of our tournaments and meets. Of those we did host, the
economic impact is still substantial and generates direct earnings, jobs and tax revenue for Carrollton. Our staff is committed to providing
quality programming, parks and facilities and pride ourselves on hosting events that many cities our size would not consider. We enjoy the
opportunity to contribute to an improved quality of life for our community

ECONOMIC IMPACT - $9 MILLION

The following pages feature tournaments and meets our department hosted on weekends throughout the year, which usually generate about
$9 million in economic impact locally.

Our goal is to provide our patrons
a safe and satisfying visit while
helping to keep our hotels and
restaurants full, and our stores busy
by hosting events, tournaments and
meets on a regular basis.
Typically, visitors staying the night
in Carrollton generate $100 dollars
of economic impact while day
visitors usually spend about $50
into the local economy.
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I Economic Impact

TOURNAMENTS/MEETS HOSTED BY CPRD FY JULY 2019 – JUNE 2020
Date

Tournament/Meet

Participants

Spectators

November 2019

GRPA Girls Volleyball State Tournament

47 Teams

800 – 1000

October 2019

USATF Developmental Meet

352

704

February 28 – 29, 2020

GRPA 10U Girls District Basketball Tournament

50

300

July 2019 – June 2020

Boys Baseball Tournaments

154 teams
1,848 players

5,544

July 2019 – June 2020

Girls Softball Tournaments

44 Teams
572 Players

1,716

July 2019 – June 2020

Adult Softball Tournaments

89 Teams
979 Players

1,958

January 2020

Twisted Sister Gymnastics Meet

206

515

March 2020

Flippie Hippie Gymnastics Meet
(Canceled due to Covid-19)

340 were registered and
refunded

0

March 6 – 7, 2020

10U GRPA Boys State Basketball Tournament

100

750

November 2019

Fall Preview Gymnastics Meet

75

188

YEAR IN REVIEW FINANCIALS
Expenditures

Revenue

Totals

City of Carrollton Funding

$ 5,401,139.00

$ 1,286,900.00

$4,114,239.00

Actual 2019 – 2020

$ 4,514,760.00

$ 1,149,887.93

$ 3,364,872.07

Proposed
Budget

Percentage for
Fiscal Year (should
be 100% or less)

Actual
Expenditures

Administration

$ 1,014,293.00

94.84%

$ 961,973.58

Parks & Facilities Maintenance

$ 1,914,768.00

81.28%

$ 1,556,232.74

Programs

$ 1,193,430.00

89.36%

$ 1,066,409.35

Athletics & Aquatics

$ 1,278,648.00

72.74%

$ 930,144.52

Total:

$ 5,401,139.00

84.56%

$ 4,514,760.00

SAVINGS OF $ 749,366.93

PROPOSED BUDGET: ????

Camps

Participation

ProCheer All Star Camp (July 2019)

63

Recreation Cheer Camp (August 2019)

74

Preschool Gymnastics Camp (July 8 – 11, 2019)

30

School Age Gymnastics Camp (July 15 – 18, 2019)

24

Junior Warrior Camp (July 22 – 25, 2019)

27

Camp Shooting Stars (July 2019)

10
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS I ATHLETICS & AQUATICS DIVISION

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
SUPPORTING THE TEAM

ADMINISTRATIVE
THERA LOOLEN
ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPERINTENDENT

JANICE KERR
RESERVATION
SPECIALIST

ATHLETICS & AQUATICS
JULIE IVEY
RECREATION DIRECTOR
JOHN LAYNG
SUPERINTENDENT
OF ATHLETICS/AQUATICS
BRADLEY MCLESTER
PROGRAMS COORDINATOR
CARYN SCHEUFLER
SOCCER COORDINATOR
MONICA CRAIG
ATHLETIC/AQUATICS COORDINATOR
ORA CHISM
ATHLETIC COORDINATOR
MATT SINIARD
HEAD COACH BLUEFINS

SHIRLEY HEWITT
CUSTOMER
SERVICE

GERALD PITTMAN
ATHLETIC AIDE
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RENEE CASH
CUSTOMER
SERVICE

VOLLEYBALL

In November 2019, CPRD hosted the GRPA Girls
State Volleyball Tournament at East Carrollton
Gym. There were three different age groups (10U,
12U and 14U), with more than 40 teams and about
1000 spectators participating in this three-day
event. Our own CPRD 12U Carrollton All-Star Girls
won the tournament for the fourth straight year!
Spring 2020 Season had to be canceled due to
Covid-19.

CROSS COUNTRY

In October, 2019, CPRD Trojan Elite XC hosted
a USATF developmental cross-country meet at
Carrollton Elementary School. There were five
different age groups (8U, 10U,12U,14U and 15-18U).
Each age group runs a different distance. We had
352 athletes compete at the meet.

BASKETBALL

In February, 2020, CPRD hosted the GRPA 4th
District Class “B” 10U Girls Basketball Tournament at
East Carrollton Gym. Our 10U girls beat Thomaston
in a thrilling game to win the tournament and
advance to state.

FOOTBALL

Once again, we had a great season in the West
Georgia Youth Football League. We hosted the
newly-renamed Ken Farmer Bowl, where we
became champions in all of our age groups. And we
became 10U GRPA State Champions!

TRACK
CHERIE EMPSON
ASSISTANT BLUEFINS COACH

Our Mission: To provide comprehensive,
diverse leisure programs, parks and
facilities. Enhancing the quality of life of
our citizens.

This track season, we had 128 athletes registered
for the program. This was the highest number of
registered athletes for this program since Ora
Chism took the helm in 2016. We were looking
forward to this season and kids had been training
hard for at least four weeks for their first track
meet. Due to Covid-19, the season came to end
before the first meet.

Our Vision: Shaping the future by
preserving our past, and discovering new
horizons within diverse leisure programs,
athletics, parks and facilities for our
community.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS I ATHLETICS & AQUATICS DIVISION

LAKESHORE CENTER AND POOL

This year, Lakeshore membership sales increased with everyone
trying to get healthy. The fitness center was available for members
to workout and stay in shape during the pandemic, after June 1.
Our Pickleball program participation has increased as the sport has
gained in popularity. Due to Covid-19, Lakeshore closed down for
two months but was able to open back up on June 1. During the early
summer months, the Lakeshore Natatorium began renovations which
included lengthening the lanes by .5 centimeters to comply with USA
Swimming regulations for us to be eligible to host sanctioned swim
meets. New liners for both pools and repainting the pool deck were
done as well. The pool area was able to open up with a fresh new look
in September.

MIDTOWN WATER PARK

The month of July, 2019, the attendance at Midtown Water Park
began to slow down. The weather didn’t help us out at all. We
began planning for a big summer at MWP in February 2020. We were
in the process of hiring our summer staff when we were forced to
shut everything down due to Covid-19.

SWIM LESSONS

Swim lessons are always one of our most popular year-round
programs. We work very well with our swim team coaches to help
better both programs. We were unable to have our ever-popular
summer swim lessons due to Covid-19. They typically service more
than 450 children each summer.

WATER AEROBICS

Our Deep Water Aerobics (taught by Kristin Whitaker) and Morning
and Evening Water Aerobics classes (taught by Detric Ridley) are
energetic and a great way for our patrons to come to the pool, get
great exercise and make lifelong friends.

BLUEFINS

In September of 2019, the Bluefins hosted the Bluefin Pentathlon. Five
swimmers competed at the Georgia Age Group State Championships:
Rachel Keehn, Huck Maxwell, Canon Meyer, Samantha Sigman and
Clayton Daniel. Meyer and Maxwell finaled and placed in the top 10 in
their age group at the state level. Matt Siniard was hired as the Bluefin
Head Coach in February, 2020. Six weeks later, we had to shut down
due to Covid-19. During the summer months, the Bluefins participated
in dryland training while the pool was under renovation. This gave the
swimmers an opportunity to diversify their training and get into an
overall different level of fitness.

CATHERINE HARDY LAVENDER

During the months of March and September, CHL offers an exciting
evening of Bingo Mania. The event is family-oriented and gives adults
as well as children an opportunity to win some great prizes. Bingo
Mania is a fun socialization tool for the West Carrollton community
and the event brings families closer together. We also hosted our
annual Family Fun Day, the first Saturday in August. There was a
smaller crowd due to the pandemic protocols still being in place.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS I LEISURE PROGRAMS DIVISION

SENIOR ADULT PROGRAMS

The world changed as Covid-19 caused
the Senior Center to close. It took several
weeks to reorganize, so we could serve
the seniors with meals and limited online
programming. Hundreds of meals each
week were either delivered by Meals on
Wheels or drive-by pick up. Prior to Covid,
many activities were available.

TRIP TO LANCASTER AND
DUTCH COUNTRY

LEISURE PROGRAMS
DONNA FORD
SUPERINTENDENT OF PROGRAMS
DANIELLE JENKINS
SENIOR CENTER MANAGER
LISA DEMING
SENIOR CENTER COORDINATOR
ANGELA BOLING
SENIOR KITCHEN MANAGER
KAITLYN GOSNELL
GYMNASTICS HEAD COACH
JENNIFER BRANDENBURG
GYMNASTICS COORDINATOR
DOTTEE MORTON
SPECIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR
SAMANTHA HUDSON
TUMBLING AND CHEERLEADING
COORDINATOR
TOM SUTTON
THERAPEUTIC COORDINATOR
8

September 16-21 a group of 47 seniors
went to Pennsylvania on a trip to
Lancaster and Dutch Country. Some of
the highlights from this trip include:
the “Jesus” show at the Sight & Sound
Millennium Theatre, “Ovation” show at
the American Music Theatre, a guided
tour of Philadelphia, Kitchen Kettle
Village, a visit to Park City Center, The
Amish Experience and Jacob’s Choice
at the F/X Theatre and a guided tour of
Lancaster. The weather was great and
the fall decorations were beautiful. For
the $625 the seniors paid for the trip they
got to see and do a lot. Everyone seemed
to have a great trip.

COUNCIL ON AGING THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP

About 600 seniors gathered at the Annual Council on Aging Thanksgiving Fellowship and had
a great time listening to the George Britt Band. Twenty-five vendor tables were set up and
information and giveaways were given out. A delicious Thanksgiving lunch was served to
everyone and a lot of door prizes were given away. It was a nice day to celebrate with friends and
remember all that we have to be thankful for.

NOON YEAR’S EVE PARTY

On December 31st the seniors rang in the new year twelve hours early. Before lunch, they had a
lot of laughs taking pictures at the photo booth and playing games. Each person was provided
with a New Year’s hat, lei and blow horn. At noon the members did a countdown, sang Auld Lang
Syne, tooted their blow horns and then ate a traditional New Year’s meal for lunch.

COUNCIL ON AGING VALENTINE’S DAY SOCIAL

Elvis impersonator, Harold Schultz, was the
entertainment at the Council on Aging’s Valentine’s
Day Social this year. About 500 seniors enjoyed
his performance and had fun taking pictures with
him. More than 20 vendor tables were set up with
information and goodies and a lot of door prizes
were given away. Dr. Charlie Rouse sponsored the
Chick-fil-A box lunch for everyone again this year
and spoke briefly about the month of February
being “Heart Month.”

UWG STUDENTS TEACH TWO-MONTH CHAIR
EXERCISE CLASS

During the months of February and March, three
University of West Georgia students came to the
Senior Center two mornings each week to teach a
chair exercise class. They varied the routine some
and used music, water bottles as weights and thera
bands. The seniors loved this class and the students.
One day, we counted 38 people participating in the
free class.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS I LEISURE PROGRAMS DIVISION

TOUCH A TRUCK

MISS SPARKLE

FALL FESTIVAL

SPECIAL OLYMPICS

DADDY/DAUGHTER AND MOTHER/SON DANCES

The Carrollton Special Olympics delegation traveled to Valdosta, GA to
compete in softball and bocce during the fall games held on October
11 – 13, 2019. Our Masters team won gold in their softball division.

The Touch A Truck event was held on Saturday, October 5, at the
Carrollton Home Depot. We partner with Carrollton Home Depot for
their Safety Week. We organize the entire event with local merchants
bringing their commercial vehicles to present at the event. The
children and adults get to touch, sit in, take pictures and talk to
the people who drive them. We had more than 750 children and
adults attend.
This event was held on Saturday, October 26, from 9 – 11am, at
Adamson Square. The department joined forces with Carrollton
Main Street to provide a fun, exciting and free event for the entire
community. We had inflatables, dozens of games, pumpkin carving,
cotton candy and popcorn and the police and fire departments.
More than 1,500 adults and children attended.
These dances are a Carrollton tradition that started 30 years ago.
We have more than 150 couples participating on the first night and
approximately 177 attended on the second night. This year, we added
a photo booth that the dads loved more than the daughters did!

The Sixth Annual Miss Sparkle pageant was held on November 9,
2019 at the Carrollton High School auditorium with 40 ladies and 15
gentlemen participating in the day’s events. Our theme this year
was “Arabian Nights” and it was our best display to date. There was
not a dry eye in the house! Every participant left a winner, whether a
princess or a queen. This was our biggest show yet.

Over the past year, our Therapeutic Program has worked to
introduce new sports based on our athletes’ interests and provide
new opportunities. Two sports we successfully implemented and
competed in at the State Special Olympics were Senior Masters
basketball and the introduction of flag football.

During the 2020 Winter Games in Marietta, GA on January 10 - 12,
the Carrollton Masters team earned their first win in Basketball. The
Carrollton Seniors Basketball Team played a total of four games the
following day and earned a gold medal in the final game.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS I LEISURE PROGRAMS DIVISION

GYMNASTICS

In July, 2019, we held our annual Gymnastics Summer Camps,
which were a huge success and so much fun as always. We had
81 participants attend our Preschool, School Age and Junior Ninja
Warrior camps. In November, 2019, we hosted our Flexette Fall
Preview, which was a successful first meet for our athletes with
75 athletes and 188 spectators at East Carrollton.
December, 2019, was an eventful month. Kaitlyn Gosnell took over
the head coach position and we welcomed Jennifer Brandenburg
as our new gymnastics class coordinator. Our competitive team
girls walked in the Christmas Parade and had a holiday party
afterwards. We also held the Holiday Fliptacular Showcase for 228
of our class kids.
We hosted the Twisted Sister Invitational meet in January, 2020,
and, although it was canceled early due to inclement tornado
weather, we still called it a big success with a total of 206
participants and 515 spectators. The day before the annual Flippie
Hippie Invitational, the Covid crisis began, causing its cancellation.
We expected 340 participants and 850 spectators. Finally, in June,
2020, we reopened with our new normal of constant cleaning, social
distancing and reduced participants and spectators. Participation
increased consistency through the summer.

PROCHEER CARROLLTON

We hosted our first (ProCheer) All-Star Cheerleading Camp. 63
athletes spent a week in July learning new skills and active fun and
games with the coaches. We put on a ProCheer All-Star Showcase
for the parents in December to show what the teams have learned,
the routines they will be performing and to get a feel for what an
actual competition day will be like. In February, 2020, we began our
competitive season in Emerson, Georgia, where each of our teams
placed. From there, we attended CheerSport Nationals in Atlanta,
GA, at the World Congress Center and then ended our season at the
Atlanta Convention Center competing in the Universal Spirit Spring
Classic. Our last two competitions were canceled due to Covid-19
and we were not able to reconvene as a team after that point.

RECREATION CHEER

We held our annual recreation Cheerleading Camp. In late summer
the Carrollton High School and West Georgia Cheerleaders joined
us to help teach and mentor our participants. They spent the day
learning a cheer, a dance, how to stunt, execute jumps and perform
sharp and clean motions. In November of 2019, all of our Recreation
Youth Football teams and their respective cheerleaders participated
in the 2019 Ken Farmer Bowl for the coveted Championship Trophy.

TUMBLING

We planned for the next season of recreation cheerleading, ran
our regularly scheduled tumbling classes, ProCheer practices,
private lessons and birthday parties and planned our youth outdoor
camp. These are some of the busiest months in the cheer gym due
to upcoming cheerleading tryouts through the schools in March
and April.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS I Parks & facilities DIVISION

RENOVATIONS TO FACILITIES

A multi-station outdoor fitness facility was installed
at Hobbs Farm, complete with a soft rubber mulch
surface. A local family made this possible.
Lakeshore Pool had all new tracks and motors (30)
installed in the movable roof. This allows the large
panels to be opened and closed without the problems
of past years. This was an expensive repair, contracted
out to the original manufacturer.
New signs were installed that include the new city logo
and branding as well as the address and an index system
to let patrons know what is available at each site.

PARKS & FAC ILI T I ES

LED fixtures were installed at East Carrollton gymnastics. The energy efficiency of the new
lights will pay for the fixture in the next year or two and the fact the work was all done in-house
saved $8,000 compared to quotes we received from outside contractors.
Fish habitat spheres (15) were constructed and installed near Lake Carroll Park fishing dock as
part of an Eagle Scout project to increase fish habitat.

KENT JOHNSTON
PARKS DIRECTOR

Worthy Park Fountain had to be refurbished due to leaks. Masonry work was required before the
pool could be sealed. In the process, Ethan Yearta fabricated a helical, stainless steel base for
the fountain’s 1,000-pound millstone, creating an artistic look.

LARRY CLIFTON
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E A S S I S TA N T

THE CARROLLTON GREENBELT

The GreenBelt is always popular,
but the Covid-19 pandemic and
related shutdowns created a new
wave of users on the trail. While
many facilities were closed,
patrons seemed to increase daily
as the full benefit of an outdoor
trail system was realized.

TIM LOFTIN
FACILITY MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR
CARRIE BURNETTE,
H O R T I C U LT U R A L S U P E R V I S O R
BART WILLIAMS
PARK MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR
JOHN DRIVER
ATHLETIC FIELDS SUPERVISOR
MARTIVES BOYKIN
KEVIN CHEEK
PAM CLIFTON
K E N YA T T A D O B B S
GARRETT FRAZIER
MARVIN HUTCHINSON
LACIE JOHNS
BRADEN KING
GENIA LAMBERT
MARK NORTON
DARRIN PIETRZAK
TERRY PHILLIPS
RICARDO STEVENS
GARY THOMPSON
E T H A N Y E A R TA

The City of Carrollton’s Inaugural
Half Marathon took place in late
2019. About 10 of the race’s 13
miles took place on the GreenBelt.
The event was very well attended with more than 600 participants and went off without issues.
Our department was only one of multiple sponsors and volunteer organizations, including the
Atlanta Track Club, Tanner Medical, Carrollton Police and Fire and many others. Twenty to 30
scheduled events occur each year on the GreenBelt
Maintenance is constant along all 18 miles of the trail. In addition to blowing debris off the trail
weekly and after storms, we did a considerable amount of pressure washing in some areas. A lot
of work went into tree and branch removal after several storms. More than 30 directional signs
were replaced due to age and sun damage.

BEAUTIFICATION

Constant planning and labor go into beautification of the city. January through April is a busy
time in our greenhouse, growing plants for the flower beds and getting the hanging baskets
ready for the Square. People seemed to appreciate the sense of normalcy that the installed
baskets and beds gave them during this Covid year.
A lot of time and effort was put into the landscaping at Neva Lomason Memorial Library. The city
manager requested we do the landscape design and installation in-house to minimize costs.
We started on final grading, backfilling
and soil preparation in January, but were
slowed down due to contractors. Carrie
Burnette developed a landscape plan and
coordinated the process of getting all the
trees, shrubs and sod ordered, delivered
and installed. Staff worked tirelessly to
complete the job by late March. Our final
installation cost, compared to an earlier
quote from a landscaper, suggests we
saved the city well over $100,000.
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sinc e 2004, T h e Ca rrol lto n Pa r ks a nd R ec r eati o n D epa r tm en t
ha s bee n a Nat i ona lly A cc r ed i ted Pa r ks a nd R ec r eati o n A g ency.
Th i s past M ay, w e w e re r e-ac c r ed i ted f o r th e F o u r th T i m e.

We are

CAPRA

sets the standards of
excellence

for parks and recreation agencies.

one of eleven departments
in Georgia to be

Nationally Accredited

183 agencies from 38 states
have achieved this

mark of excellence

throughout the United States

A dd it io nal Be ne fi t s o f C AP R A Ag e n cy Ac c r e ditat io n In c l ude :
Recognition of excellence in services and practices
Means of Accountability and responsiveness to the public
Boosts efficiency and encourages teamwork
Builds a platform for ongoing improvement

Thank You for th e C ommu n ity S u p p ort

